If your deck is 25 years or older, for safety reasons you should do a visual inspection  of it or hire a professional contractor to do it. 
It is apparent that older decks are most likely constructed of douglas-fir lumber and very often painted.  Please note that the attachment of floor beams and ledger board to your house can be rotted and therefore considered to be dangerous.

Newer decks constructed of pressure treated lumber could also be questionable. 
Although they have the ability to reject termites they would still have the same rotting factor if attached by joist hangers or ledger board.

An easy way to check these conditions is to use a screw driver or ice pick and probe where boards connect to the house.  If either of these instruments penetrates easily into the connections, there is most likely rotting wood which needs to be replaced for safety reasons.
Please be extremely cautious if there is a hot tub or heavy loads on your deck as these weights must be supported properly.

Railings should also be inspected for looseness and stability.  Older decks may have   spindle spacing greater than the current code of  4” or less.  Any opening greater than this can be a danger to small children and can be a serious liability. 

Should you plan on doing any construction, remember to stop by the Building Department to obtain the necessary permits and call for your inspections.

Enjoy your deck this summer and keep safety in mind!
Denville Building Department 973-625-8300 extension 251.

